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The 

 

Kids in Christ Kick-off Sunday 

August 23 

Children promoted to new Sunday 

School classes, Children’s Ministry 

Open House and Parent Meeting 

Adult Sunday Coffee &  

Open House  

August 30 

Fellowship continental breakfast 

in Morris Hall, abbreviated class 

Labor Day Worship & Picnic at the Park 

Sunday, September 6 

Join us for one worship service at 10 a.m. 

followed by a cookout lunch at  

Lawson Creek Park. 
Fun for all ages! 

AMX  

August 23 

High school and middle school 

grades begin new  

Sunday school classes 

Kids In Christ Recharge! 

Wednesday, September 9 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m 

Dinner, music, bible study, fun! 

Preschool 3 year - 5th grade 

Wednesday Adult Studies 

Wednesday, September 9 

5:00 p.m. Communion 

5:45 p.m. Dinner & Study 

Classes to be announced soon! 
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MOSAIC NEWS 

 

Garber MOSAIC group is meeting for lunch/breakfast during the summer! Our first luncheon will 

be enjoyed by 25 seniors at The Chelsea on July 27th.  If you are not able to join us, perhaps you 

will be able to do so in the month of August.  See below for more details.  

 

 Please put the following MOSAIC events on your calendar and plan to join us: 

 

         Join other MOSAIC members for breakfast or lunch out 

Monday, August 17 

 Place and time to be determined.  

More information will be coming soon.  

 

September 14, 15, 16 

 Garber Annual Women’s Retreat 

 Trinity Center, Pine Knoll Shores 

Leader: The Rev. Syd Stewart 

“Practicing the Presence…” 
 

All payments for the Retreat are to be in by August 1 

 

September 25 

PIG PICKING!    

MOSAIC Kick off for 2015 -16 

Pig cooked by our own Roy Burris with lots of sides and desserts. 

All Garber members 55 and older are invited 

 

 

Email Sue Webb at swebb@garberumc.com or call the church office, 637-4022,  

to make reservations or for more information. 

ACCESS membership class 
  

Rediscover what church is about!  These classes are offered for all seeking to become members, yet     

attending ACCESS does not commit you to membership.  Please sign up for ACCESS class either by 

signing up at the Welcome Desk/Table, emailing Pastor Matthew at: matha@garberumc.com, or calling 

the church office at 637-4022. 
  

We have an ACCESS membership class beginning Sunday, August 2 from 9:30 - 10:30am in Room 312 

on the third floor of the Garber Ministry Center (Library).  We will meet Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30. 
  

If the above listed class does not work for your schedule, another ACCESS 

membership class will be offered in October.  

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
mailto:matha@garberumc.com
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The late Reverend Rick Commander and I had a conversation in the mid-1980s around growth and change in congregations.  I 

made my youthful case for a number of instruments to effect change other than preaching.  The sermon was an antiquated tool.  

Rick, however, disagreed.  “The pulpit,” he said, “is a powerful rudder steering the church.” 
 

I am now nearly the age he was then, and after 30 years I agree with him.  Odd as it may seem to 21st century persons,      

preaching is still God’s powerful tool for bringing God’s Word to our lives.  “The power of God,” Paul called the Gospel.  

Therefore, he was eager to preach. (Romans 1:15, 16) 
 

God has chosen to be known by means of Word and not by image or form. (cf.  Deuteronomy 4:12-18)  In fact, God expressly 

prohibited the use of images as a means of encountering him, “You shall not make for yourselves any graven image.” (Exodus 

20:4)  God chose Word.  Even the incarnation of God in Christ is rightly described by “Word.”  “In the beginning was the 

Word . . . and the Word became flesh.” (John 1:1, 14)   It is this Word that is the authority in and behind preaching.  It is no 

surprise, then, that pastors are charged to “preach the Word.” (2 Timothy 4:1, 2) 
 

This summer we are preaching the Word from 1 Corinthians.  A couple of church members have questioned the propriety of 

going consecutively through the letter.  Such occasions some thoughts. 
 

The Books of the Bible generally, and the Letters of the New Testament specifically, were intended to be read and considered 

in their entirety when the congregation gathers together.  It may be true that much of American Christian worship avoids doing 

this, but the habit of the many is not necessarily best just because it is the many. 
  

The consecutive preaching of Scripture means the pastor must address the hard texts and the hard topics.  People pleasing will 

be a perineal temptation to pastors who are supposed to be God pleasing first and foremost.  There are times a pastor may 

please both God and the people, but if it comes to choices, the good pastor chooses God first.  Because of this struggle, it is 

easy for pastors to avoid hard texts that might introduce controversy or cause discomfort. Consecutive preaching brings the 

church to these passages that we might hear them and be shaped by them. 
 

When a pastor preaches through an entire book, the whole literary context of any passage may be readily considered.  The   

biblical writers developed their arguments over several chapters or through entire books.  When taken piecemeal, much is 

missed, or the preacher inadvertently develops a false context for the passage of the day.   1 Corinthians is a good example of 

how context matters.  The factionalism identified in chapter 1 is addressed in chapter 3.  It is further addressed in discussion of 

the practice of communion in chapter 11 and the centrality of love in worship at chapter 13. 
 

Consecutive preaching also keeps the pastor from self-pandering from becoming captured by my favorite topics and interests.  

We are to be shaped by the whole counsel of God, not just by the interests of the pastor.  I could also be self-pandering by 

choosing what requires less disciplined study to prepare. 
 

It is popular in our time to publicize a series as though marketing to a niche group of consumers or publishing a marquee like a 

theater.  The gurus proclaim that four to six weeks is what the people can endure.  After that, one should move to something 

new.  The Christian faith is not a passing fad.  It is a disciplined journey in a single direction for a long period of time.  That we 

occasionally take a disciplined study through an entire book is both reflective of the journey and nourishment for it as well.  
 

David A. Banks 

Celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism! 
 

Charles Perry Mizelle (Perry) is the son of Brent and Jan Mizelle.   Perry was baptized at 

Jack’s Fork Island June 14.   Perry attends Arendell Parrott Academy in Kinston and is a  

rising fifth grader.  Perry has one younger sister, Claire, and he enjoys playing basketball, 

golf, soccer, drawing, and building things. 
 

Edward Finn Sheldon was baptized July 12 in Morris Hall.  Finn is the son of Rex and Jenn Sheldon and 

was born November 6, 2013.  Finn is the grandson of JoNette Eason.  He is the youngest brother to Kali, Reef, 

and Marley. 
 

Sarah Elizabeth Weatherly is the daughter of Dave and Theresa Weatherly.  Sarah was baptized at Jack’s 

Fork Island June 14.  Sarah attends The Epiphany School of Global Studies in New Bern where she is a rising 

fifth grader.  Sarah’s older sister, Maia, is also an Epiphany student.  Sarah enjoys dancing, violin, and horses. 
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Many times during the past few years, I have requested your prayers for my sister, Lorraine, as when she 

had major surgery and from time-to-time for serious medical issues.  Every prayer was appreciated very 

much.  They all helped and she rebounded several times.  Then on May 11 our Lord called her to her  

eternal home.  After my return from her funeral in IL, I was blessed with your compassion and again with 

your prayers - this time with sympathy through beautiful messages in your cards, phone calls and visits - 

especially from Pastor Matthew.  Each message helped me during this time.  I am very grateful and thank 

you for your many kindnesses and support.   
 

One of my richest blessings is being part of the Garber family.  May God bless each one of you every day.  

Again, thank you kindly, Trudy Glaser 

Dear Garber UMC,  

Thank you for the gifts and senior recognition.  It was a meaningful day for me.  Your love is greatly 

appreciated.  Love, Timothy Banks 

Thanks to the amazing faithfulness of Garber UMC and the generosity of the mission committee, 
two of our Kingswood Kids were able to enjoy a week at Camp Don Lee in July!  What a joy it was 
to drop them off knowing that they would spend the week singing and swimming, canoeing and 
sailing, participating in campfires and hayrides, and most importantly making friends in Christ and 
growing in their relationship with God!  Thank you Garber, for your continued faithfulness to 
these little ones! 

   Ruth Powers, Kingswood Director 
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God Sightings at VBS and Adventure Camp 
 

My heart overflows with JOY when I think of the many times I witnessed God’s presence during the week of VBS and  
Adventure Camp!  It began with the opportunity to share His love with 150 kids...130 in VBS and 20 in  

Adventure Camp!  From Day 1 God’s presence was evident in BIG ways!   It started with a prayer circle to start the week and 
from there the fun never stopped! 

  
During VBS, I had the privilege of hearing 135 kids sing about God’s Power in our Sanctuary...what a beautiful noise!  I saw 
kids putting red thumbprints on a cross to represent that God forgives in Bible Adventures.  One of the kids noticed that 
one of the thumbprints looked like a HEART...there God was again giving Mrs. Jerri yet another opportunity to reinforce 

God’s love for us!  Next was hearing of an adult crew leader telling one of our station leaders that her story in Mountain Top 
Treats touched her heart...God shows up for the big and small!  And then there were our youth volunteers…and wow, they 
were awesome!  Seeing the youth interacting with our youngest and everyone having a ball showed me the importance of kids 
mentoring kids!   The teamwork that was seen among all the volunteers...adult and youth...to help one another in the name of 

God was a beautiful sight! 
 

In Adventure Camp I had the privilege of seeing 20 4th and 5th graders working as a team to accomplish the many missions 
set before them and completing them all, watching friendship and relationships form and grow that will carry them through 
their teenage years, and taking the group to the water park and watching them being kind and loving to not only each other, 

but to many others at the park...showing God’s love in all they do!   
 

The list could go on and on!  This week was THE BEST and I thank you, Garber Church, for allowing me to lead such a  
wonderful ministry!  A BIG thank you to Melisse Dunham and Amy Stroud for being my VBS and Adventure Camp  

Directors...what wonderful leaders you ladies are!  And thank you, thank you to the countless number of volunteers that 
made this week such a success!  We could not have done it without you!  

 
 God is Great!!! 

   Laura  
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God Moments in Russia…A highlight from a member of this year’s ministry team     
 

 Returning to Russia for my 6th time brought back so many good memories and again           

confirmed the “calling” that God has placed on Garber to serve these orphans in the Kostroma        

region of Russia!  I would have to say that I had so many God moments, that it is difficult to think of 

just one.  I will mention two!  First, our group 

was walking to the Makariev orphanage one 

morning and we “ran into” Valentina in the 

town square.  She had been the director at 

Makariev for 12 years before retiring. The 

precise timing/location necessary to see each 

other was incredible.  We hugged, studied 

each other’s faces, and hugged again.  Our 

friendship and love for the children is a bond 

that spans time and miles and will never 

end.  

 My second God moment was when we 

watched Garber’s youth play soccer with the 

orphans at Makariev.  The pure joy and    

happiness seen in these children’s faces made the distance between our two countries (both  

geographically and politically) fade away.  Thank you, Garber, for continuing to love the orphans of 

Russia!!!!     Cathy Doty   

Garber UMC to host another 

FAITH IN ACTION VISION CLINIC 

Free Eye Exams and Glasses 
for Qualifying Children and Adults 

  

When:   Saturday, September 19, 2015 

8:00am – 5:00pm 
  

Where:   Garber United Methodist Church 

Ministry Center 
 

It will take many volunteers to both publicize and work this community wide 

event!  If you would like to help, training will be available for all areas of          

service.  You do not have to be a medical professional to help! 

Email:  mcoleman@garberumc.com or cdoty181@gmail.com 
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Garber UMC Stephen Ministry Update – August 2015 
 
“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2, NRSV) 
 
A new training class for Stephen Ministers starts in January of 2016.  
Classes will meet each Monday evening through the month of May.  If you are interested in becoming a 
Stephen Minister contact David Briley, Training Coordinator, at 252-772-5885, Pastors David or  
Matthew or any Stephen Minister for more information.  There will be a “Taste of Stephen Ministry”  
information session in October.  Stay tuned for other updates in the newsletter and church bulletins.  
 
A few highlights about Stephen Ministry are presented below.  For additional information please view 
their excellent website at www.stephenministries.org.    
 

Who are Stephen Ministers?  

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained to offer high-quality, confidential, one-to-one 

Christian care to people going through tough times. A Stephen Minister usually provides care to one 

person at a time, meeting with that person once a week for about an hour. Twice a month, Stephen  

Ministers gather with their Stephen Leaders for supervision and continuing education. 

 

What is Stephen Ministry training and the benefits to participants?  

Stephen Minister training teaches principles and skills that equip you to provide high-quality,  

 Christ-centered emotional and spiritual care to others. 

You gain insight into the thoughts, feelings, and actions of people who are hurting. 

You develop relational and caring skills you can apply to all aspects of your life. 

You deepen your faith as the Holy Spirit fashions you into a Christ-centered caregiver. 

You feel a special bond with those in your class—experiencing real Christian community. 

Stephen Minister training is a lot of fun! 

 

More than 600,000 Stephen Ministers have been equipped to    provide care to millions of people 

throughout the world. Currently, Garber has 24 Stephen Ministers that assist our Pastors by “being 

there” when needed to help heal the hurt among our members. We have a need for new male and female 

Stephen Ministers. If you sense a “call” to this care giving ministry then let’s talk!  

http://www.stephenministries.org
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Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

It’s time! 
 Even though it seems we have only just gotten settled in our 
summer routines, soon the shelves at our local stores will be full of 
signs of fall. . .school supplies!! 

 Each year, Garber friends are asked to help “stock the pantry” for 
the Kingswood After-School Ministry by helping provide snacks and 
school supplies for us to use during the year.   

 It’s easy to help!  On the first 3 Sundays in August (August 2, 9, 
and 16) there will be a Kingswood “schoolhouse” display set up in the 
atrium and in the narthex.  If you would like to be a partner in the 
Kingswood Ministry this year, just choose an apple or a star from the display, purchase the item listed, and  
return the item and the tag back to the same place!  Items needed are specific and include school supplies, 
snacks, and gift cards to grocery stores, so that we can purchase fresh foods such as fruits and vegetables, milk, 
cheese, etc. during the year. 
 Thank you for your participation in this ministry!!  Also, if you are looking for a place to be the hands 
and feet of Christ and make a difference in the life of a child, the Kingswood After-School Ministry might be 
calling your name!  Call me (637-4022) if you think God is nudging you in that direction! 

   Ruth Powers, Kingswood Director 


